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I thought I had delved the depth of 
doctrine surrounding women, but 
you brought out some powerful 
angles that most people never 
mention.  You even brought in 
more about Jesus' ministry than I 
had heard elsewhere. 

Waneta Dawn, author of  
Behind the Hedge.   

Shirley Taylor - www.bWebaptist.com - shirleytaylor777@gmail.com  

  

http://www.bWebaptist.com
mailto:shirleytaylor777@gmail.com


In the beginning,  God made man to rule over animals, not his wife. 
 - Dethroning Male Headship 

Shirley Taylor 
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advocates for full equality for Christian women to serve as pastors 

and deacons, and for full equality in their own homes. 
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Questions  and Answers 
 
What is the book “Dethroning Male Headship” about? 

It is about changing the way churches and society view women based upon the Bible.  
The Bible is being used to keep women in submission to their husbands by something 
that is being called women’s “roles.”  Of course men have “roles” also, but their roles 
are unlimited while women are denied positions in church that are perceived as giving 
women authority over men, positions such as a woman being a pastor or being a 
deacon. 

 

Your book might be considered controversial among Christians.  
Oh, yes, it is controversial.  The majority of evangelical Christians subscribe to the 
teaching that men are born having authority over women and that women who claim 
they are called to be ministers are stepping outside their biblical womanhood roles. 
Southern Baptists are the largest Protestant group and that is the denomination I am 
familiar with since I was employed by Texas Baptists for almost 15 years. However, 
male headship teaching, also called complementarian, is predominant in many faith 
groups and denominations. 

 

Why do you think your book is relevant now?   
It is 2013 and women are still being told every Sunday morning in church that they are 
inferior to their husbands, citing the Bible as the reason.  However, the Bible does not 
teach submission as a biblical commandment for the future.  It is time women claimed 
their equality and it is time pastors and seminary professors teach that women are 
created fully equal—no buts.  

 

What harm does it do to practice male headship? 
It is a sin against God when his female creation is told that any and all males are to 
have authority over her. Churches pretty up the words and say it is just the husband 
who has authority over his wife; however, when they deny women positions in church 
because she is female, you see the truth is they believe that all men have authority 
over all women all of the time. 

 

What makes you think you can make a difference when others have 
failed? 

Our voices lend weight to each other and are becoming louder and will not be stilled. 

Strong families are not made by weakening the mother by requiring her to submit to the  
children’s father.                                                                     - Dethroning Male Headship 
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 Shirley Taylor began her ministry for Christian women’s equality with the words “I am 
fed up.”  While those words are not used in the book, her message speaks to those who are 
also ‘fed up’ with restrictions women face when they become associated with a church that 
teaches and practices the complementarian view of male/female relationships known as 
male headship.  Often called leadership, modern day restrictions require women to adhere to 
certain roles which keep them in submission to all other males in the church and in their own 
homes. 
 
 The subject is far too relevant today. Every Sunday morning, good little women gather 
up the kids, find their Bibles and head off to church. Upon arrival, they stash their God-given 
equality outside the door of the church. These women   are the subject of marriage seminars, 
blogs on the demand for and the glory of female submission, sermons on male leadership, 
and Bible studies promoted by their churches. 
 
 Dethroning Male Headship is a call to action. It lays the biblical foundation for female 
equality, exposes the myth of biblical manhood and womanhood, and dives headlong into 
male leadership teaching. Finally, the book leads readers to understand why they must, and 
how they can, dethrone male headship. 
 
 Of course every good book has some central characters. This one does, too. It centers 
around the Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood and the pastors and professors 
who wrote The Danvers Statement and who also helped write the Baptist Faith and Message 
2000. It brings in other characters who have been influenced by that group—megachurch 
pastors: Mark Driscoll, Timothy Keller, and Ed Young, Jr., in the Chapter titled “Sexualization 
of the Trinity.” 
 
 Dethroning Male Headship is written for both men and women of all faiths and 
denominations. 
 
 Special attention is given to church pastors and their responsibility to accept and 
teach gender equality. 
 

When men are taught they have authority over women, this complementarian teaching, 
that was born in churches and nurtured in Christian families, bleeds out into society. Both 
men and women who never go to church are influenced by it. Often it results in abuse of 
wives and girlfriends in both church and society. Wives lose their status in marriage and 
come under the domination of the husband to whatever degree of submission he decides 
he wants.   Girls are raped, sex trafficked, beaten, and murdered because females have 
been devalued. This devaluation produces long-term detrimental effects and families 
suffer when wives and mothers are devalued. 
                                                                                             - Dethroning Male Headship 
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churches that teach that males have superiority over females.  
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Shirley Taylor writes with passion 
 
• We have a dark secret that we keep at home. We, too, keep women in submission. 
 

• It is not qualifications nor is it spirituality that makes men desirable as leaders in the 
church. It is the male body. What is not explained is how this adoration of the male body 
translates into worship of God 

 

• Look to the seminaries for the answer to where the church went wrong. 
 

• Remember, it is always up to the husband to determine to what degree he demands 
submission from his wife. 

 

• When you accept that translation, you have accepted divinity for human males. 
 

• The greater problem when women refuse to accept the equality they were given at 
creation is that they are abdicating their own responsibility to serve. 

 

Shirley Taylor writes with humor 
 
• If Adam had been a male headship kind of guy, he would have knocked that apple out of 

Eve’s hand and picked up a stick and killed that snake. Alas! Male headship ate the 
apple. 

 

• His loving, humble headship did not rise to the occasion. 
 

• If that doesn’t make you queasy, then I don’t know what will! 
 

• If you believe that, then you need to get yourself a real Bible. 
 

• If you do not think that makes a woman feel inferior, then you need to rethink your 
definition of inferior. 

 

Shirley Taylor writes for action 
 
• It is a testimony to their love of God that women go to church at all considering the way 

they are demeaned in most churches. A church’s legal documents tell women what they 
cannot do in church. 

 

• Pastors are deciding now if they want to continue to be part of the problem holding back 
women’s equality or if they want to follow Christ and be part of the solution. 

 

• At some point, women will have to decide if they want freedom or if they want to be 
bound by restrictions. 

At a time in our church history that the main focus should be on winning lost souls and 
spreading the gospel to a hurting world, we fear for the future because the Council on 
Biblical Manhood and Womanhood has placed a greater priority on women’s submissive 
roles than on the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 - Dethroning Male Headship 
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"How much does a snowflake weigh? Almost nothing, but one snowflake upon another 
can cause a tree limb to break. This is my snowflake. I add it to the weight of all those 
others who have come to realize that women should claim the equality that is already 
given them by Almighty God."              (Shirley Taylor from interview with John Pierce of 

 Baptists Today 2009) 
“However, I wouldn't underestimate the impact of one Texas woman's snowflake.”                                                  

- John Pierce, Baptists Today 
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Will you help “Dethrone Male Headship?” 
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